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Executive Summary 

The Religious Education Curriculum and Collective Worship Provision, in addition to the 
Arrangements for Withdrawal Policy and Procedures provides the procedures for the 
school to implement the directives from the Department of Education (DE) Circular 
2026/09 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section A – Aims of the Policy 

The first aim of the Religious Education Curriculum Provision and Collective Worship, in 
addition to the Arrangements for Withdrawal Policy and Procedures publication, is to 
provide details of the Religious Education Curriculum Provision and the planned Collective 
Worship across the academic year. 
 
The second aim of the policy is to provide the procedures, in line with the DE circular 
2026/09, to withdraw a pupil (wholly and / or partially) from Religious Education and / or 
Collective Worship. 
 
The third aim of the policy is to provide a Point of Contact, to which all requests in relation 
to withdrawal should be communicated to. 
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Section B – Legislative Context, Guidance and Linked Policies  

The policy has been drafted and ratified to be congruent with the below publications; 
 

• Article II of the Education (NI) Order 2006 
• DE Circular Number 2026/09 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Section C - Policy and Procedures 
 

Curriculum Provision 
 
Appendix 1 outlines the current Religious Education overview curriculum provision at KS3 in 
Ashfield Girls’ High School.  Appendix 1 highlights the topics to be taught in line with the 
Department of Education Core Syllabus for Religious Education publication for KS3.   
 
CCEA GSCE Religious Education covers the Core Syllabus for Religious Education in KS4. A copy 
of the CCEA GCSE Religious Education syllabus can be found on the CCEA Website.   

 
The Department of Education is planning to revise the Religious Education Core Syllabus for 
the 2026/27 academic year.  Ashfield Girls’ High School will work to implement any changes to 
the Core Syllabus in line with new guidance, within a timely and manageable timeframe, when 
received by the Department of Education. 
 
Appendix 2 outlines the planned assembly rota and guest speakers. 
 
 
Procedures for Withdrawal from Curriculum Provision Religious Education and 
/ or collective worship; wholly or partially. 
 
Any parent wishing to exercise their right to withdraw their daughter from Religious Education 
and / or Collective Worship; (wholly or partially) should complete Appendix 3 (withdrawal 
form). 
 
The withdrawal form (Appendix 3) should be forwarded directly to the Vice Principal for 
Curriculum; Mr McClintock, pmcclintock029@c2kni.net 
 
Any request for withdrawal will be acknowledged within 3 working days of receipt of the 
withdrawal form (Appendix 3)  
 
Confirmation of the commencement of the alternative arrangements, which will be 
implemented within 5 working days of receipt of the withdrawal form (Appendix 3) will be 
forwarded by the Vice Principal for Curriculum. 
 
The Point of Contact will maintain a confidential record of all withdrawal forms received.  This 
data will be managed in line with the school Data Protection Policy and Schedule for the 
Disposal of Records.  
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The alternative arrangements for pupils who are withdrawn from Religious Education; 
wholly or partially, are outlined below. 
 

§ Pupils who have been withdrawn from Religious Education curriculum 
provision (timetabled classes) in KS3 will work on pre-planned Literacy / 
Numeracy learning activities.  These activities have been prepared by the 
Literacy Co-ordinator and the Numeracy Co-ordinator.  KS3 pupils will also be 
able to read their Accelerated Reading book.   

 
§ Pupils in both KS3 and KS4 will be registered in supervised study, which is 

located in the Learning Zone and is supervised by the Study Supervisor. It 
should be noted that the Study Supervisor will not provide ‘teaching’.  

 
§ Pupils in KS3 will be responsible for attending supervised study in the 

Learning Zone and reporting to the Study Supervisor to ensure that they are 
marked present for the session. Pupils are also responsible for bringing their 
learning materials for each session (once given to the pupil by the Vice 
Principal).  

 
§ Conduct in the Learning Zone (supervised study) will be under the supervision 

of the Study Supervisor and will be monitored by the Vice Principal for 
Curriculum. 

 
§ It should be noted that given the short timeframe for policy implementation 

and the absence of any Department of Education funding to put in place 
alternative arrangements, the above arrangements will be monitored and 
reviewed regularly, until an established way of working is embedded.  

 
 
 
The alternative arrangements for pupils who are withdrawn from Collective Worship; 
wholly or partially, are outlined below. 

 
• Any pupil (KS3, KS4 or KS5) who has been withdrawn from Collective Worship 

should report to Ms Dunlop in room 318 on the day of their Collective 
Worship assembly.  Ms Dunlop will take the AM register.  

 
Assembly has many different learning objectives such as Addressing Bullying Assembly, Safer 
Internet Day Assembly, Celebrating Success Assembly, First Aid Assembly.  These themes are 
not Collective Worship and are part of the wider pastoral care and preventative curriculum 
programme.  Therefore, pupils who are withdrawn from Collective Worship will be expected 
to attend assembly, where Collective Worship is not part of the assembly (as identified on 
Appendix 2). The annual assembly rota will be published on the school website (and as 
Appendix 2 of this policy) and pupils who are withdrawn from Collective Worship should use 
this rota to identify which assembly is Collective Worship (go to Room 318) and which 
assembly is part of the Preventative Curriculum (attend assembly).  

 
 
 
 

The Named Contact 
 
The named contact for pupil withdrawal from Religious Education and/or Collective Worship 
is the Vice Principal for Curriculum, Mr McClintock (pmcclintock029@c2kni.net) 
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Section D – Roles and Responsibilities 
 

Board of Governors 
 
The Board of Governors are responsible for ratifying the policy. 

 
Principal 
 
The Principal is responsible for the operational implementation of the policy. 

 
Vice Principal (Curriculum) 
 
The Vice Principal (Curriculum) is the point of contact for any withdrawal forms (Appendix 3), 
in addition to ensuring curriculum provision is in line with, current and future, DE guidelines. 
 
Vice Principal (Pastoral) 
 
The Vice Principal (Pastoral) is responsible for organising and publishing the Assembly Rota 
(Appendix 2). 

 
Head of Religious Education  

 
The Head of Religious Education is responsible for providing a curriculum overview document 
for KS3 (Appendix 1).  In addition, the Head of Religious Education is responsible for organising 
visiting speakers and ensuring that they are identified on the Assembly Rota (Appendix 2).  

 
Teachers of Religious Education 
 
Teachers of Religious Education are responsible for teaching curriculum provision in line with 
department requirements. 

 
Parents / Carers 
 
Parents / Carers are responsible for making informed choices and communicating withdrawal 
forms (Appendix 3) to the point of contact.  In addition, parent /carers are responsible for 
ensuring their daughter follows the alternative arrangements for withdrawal as outlined in 
this policy. 

 
Pupils 

 
Pupils are responsible for knowing the arrangements when they are withdrawn from Religious 
Education classes and / or Collective Worship and following the requirements in place for 
alternative provision. 

 

 

Section E – Consultation, Communication, Monitoring & Evaluation of 
the Policy 

 
There was no consultation with stakeholders in relation to this policy and procedures, due 
to the full consultation completed by the Department of Education.  The policy and 
procedures are congruent with the Department of Education’s Circular 2026/09.  The policy 
and procedures will be reviewed in line with publication of further guidance from DE.  This 
policy is published on the school website. 
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                                                                                       Appendix 3 
 
Request for Withdrawal from Key Stage 3 Religious Education 
and / or Collective Worship (wholly or partially) 
 
Section 1: Pupil Details 
 
Name of Pupil: _____________________________________ 
 
Year Group: ___________ 
 
Form Class: ___________ 
 
 
 
Section 2: Parent / Carer Details 
 
Name of Parent / Carer submitting this request: ______________________________ 
 
Relationship to pupil: ____________________________________ 
 
Preferred contact email: __________________________________ 
 
Preferred contact phone number: _______________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Section 3: Request for Withdrawal 
(Please tick all that apply) 
 
I request that my child be withdrawn from: 
 
Religious Education 
 

•   All RE 
 

•   Specific RE topics/units (please specify): 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
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Collective Worship 
 

•   All collective worship 
 

•   Specific elements of collective worship (please specify e.g. prayers 
        hymns, liturgical acts, assembly, particular speakers): 

 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Section 4: Start Date 
 
I request that withdrawal arrangements begin: 
 
 Immediately 

 
or 
 
From (date): _______ / _______ / _______ 
 
 
Section 5: Confirmation 
 
By signing below, I confirm that I am exercising my statutory right to withdraw my 
child from Religious Education and/or collective worship (delete as appropriate) and 
understand that: 
 

• I do not need to give reasons for this request; 
 

• The school must implement this request promptly and without negotiation; 
 

• This request will remain in place until I submit a written request to end or 
amend it. 
 
 

 
Signature of parent / carer: _______________________________ 
 
Date: ______ / ______ / ______ 
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Section 6: School Use Only (to be completed by the school) 
 
Date received: ______ / ______ / _______ 
 
 
Acknowledgement issued: 
 
 Yes  - date: _______ / _______ / ________ 

 
 
Arrangements begin: ______ / ______ / _______ 
 
 
Alternative arrangements provided: 
 
Recorded in confidential register: 
 
 Yes  - date: _______ / _______ / ________ 

 
 
Name of staff member processing request: 
 
 
________________________________________ 
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